
 



 
 
WHERE TEXANS GET WATER:: video (under 5 minutes) 

www.takecareoftexas.org/resources/where-texans-get-water  

 
FACTS ABOUT WATER:: 

- Water is essential for all life on Earth: humans, animals, and plants all need water. 
- Water covers about 70% of the Earth’s surface, but not all of it is readily usable or drinkable  

(such as glaciers or salt water). 
- An important use for water is for growing plants and crops that are used for food. Everything we buy (from 

phones to clothing and cars) also uses water to manufacture. 
- Even electricity can be created from water, known as hydropower: a process that uses water to drive water 

turbines connected to generators. 
- Water is used by firefighters to put out fires. 
- Clean water is needed to keep us healthy (such as for washing hands and cooking our food) and to stay 

hydrated. Most people around the world have access to clean water, but it is hard to find in poorer areas of the 
world. 

- The water industry helps clean water to drinking standards and then deliver it through pipes to homes and 
businesses in their community. They also use other pipes to take wastewater out of your home (such as water 
used for flushing toilets or taking showers) for it to be cleaned and then reused for irrigation. 

- Almost all of the water supplied for Lakeway originates from Lake Travis: your home’s water provider takes it 
out of the lake and cleans it at a water plant before it comes out of the faucets at your home. 

- Water is also used for fun. Water sports include activities like swimming, surfing, and waterskiing. Ice and snow 
are also used in ice skating, ice hockey, skiing, and snowboarding. 

 
WHY SHOULD WE CONSERVE AND PROTECT OUR WATER SUPPLY?:: 

We all need clean drinking water, but it needs our respect1. Some people believe water is our first medicine2, so 
if it gets dirty or we run out of it, you wouldn’t want to live on planet Earth3! With a little bit of effort to 
conserve water (not waste it) and protect it, we can make a big difference. Your actions (how you use water) 
have consequences for other living things4. Imagine what it would be like without water at home5. Knowing 
where that water comes from, how it gets to your home, and where it goes once you use it6 is a good first step 
to understanding wonderful, weird, wet water7. 

 
Children’s books for more information: 1. Why Water’s Worth it by Lori Harrison, 2. We are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom, 3. You Wouldn’t 
Want to Live Without Clean Water by Roger Canavan, 4. Save the Planet: Water, edited by Paolo Mancini and Luca de Leone, 5. Why Should I Save 
Water?, illustrated by Mike Gordon, 6. How Does My Home Work?: Water, by Chris Oxlade, 7. What on Earth?: Water, by Isabel Thomas and Pau 
Morgan, Geo Detectives: The Water Cycle by Anita Ganeri and Chris Oxlade, Saving Water by Rebecca Olien, Why Should We Save Water? By Tony 
Stead, Watch Over Our Water by Lisa Bullard 


